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Catch up Policy 
The literacy and numeracy catch-up premium provides schools with an additional £500 for each year 7 pupil 
who did not achieve at least level 4 in reading and/or maths at the end of key stage 2. 

It is provided to all state-funded schools with a year 7 cohort, including special schools, alternative provision 
(AP) settings and pupil referral units (PRUs). 

Using the funding 

In January 2013, David Laws, the Minister of State for Schools, wrote to head teachers of year 7 pupils 
about the year 7 catch-up premium and how this money should be used. 

You should assess the needs of the individual pupils in your school to decide the best way to use the 
funding. You should select programmes and approaches which have either been proved to be effective or are 
showing early promise. 

Effective use of funding to support catch-up may include: 

• individual tuition in addition to classroom teaching 
• intensive small-group tuition 
• purchasing external services and materials to add to those provided by the school, for example tutor 

services or proven computer-based learning or online support 
• summer or holiday schools to deliver intensive catch-up over a short period 

The review of research on proven literacy and numeracy catch-up provides examples of effective approaches 
and programmes, and a summary of organisations offering research and evidence about effective practice. 

Catch up Premium income 2015/16 £11,000 
 

How was this money being spent?	
The money was spent to support a summer school. During the summer school, students were given an 
induction programme that involved a school orientation, literacy and numeracy sessions and team building 
activities. Throughout the year students have received support through our Learning Zone which has 
incorporated resources such as; Lexia, IDL and Symphony which offers bespoke ‘catch-up’ support. 

Desired impact:	
It was intended that students feel confident prior to arriving at the school. They were given the experience so 
that they may know their way around and feel comfortable being taught by SEA staff. It was also intended 
that relationships be formed with these teachers in order that again, help could be given were necessary in 
the first few weeks in particular. The in school programmes are design to support students so that their 
progress is accelerated and so that they may access mainstream classes.	

Review: 
Following the Term 2 data the progress of students in receipt of the premium has surpassed that of their 
peers (Table A). The average sub-levels of progress is above that of the other ability bands and in all 
progress measures at 2 sub-levels of progress (Table B), pupils in receipt of the Catch Up premium are 
outperforming others as represented in the following tables: 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Table A - Headline Progress Figures 
 

	
	

Table	B	-	2	SLoP	Summary	

	

 

Furthermore, a student questionnaire revealed that students as a whole were very happy after their transition 
to high school. This is reflected in the graph below (Table C): 
	

Table	C	-	Student	Voice	Feedback	

	



 
Policy	Review:	

	

This	Policy	will	be	reviewed	annually	
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